THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

year the British invited the help of Akherajji in subduing
the pirates who had long been a scourge and a danger to
Bhavnagar trade, and had lately attacked British shipping.
Akheraj ji agreed, and a combined attack was made on
Talaja, which the pirate Kolis had turned into a strong-
hold* The fort was stormed and taken, and by way of
reward the British offered Talaja to Akherajji, who,
however, refused the gift as he was unwilling to extend
his territories West of the Shatrunji River. Talaja was
then given to the Nawab of Cambay. That the British
thought highly of Akherajji is further shown by the fact
that they asked him to receive and protect Raghunath
Rao in A.D. 1771 on his flight from Poona, and whose
cause they were then espousing. This act of courtesy
and hospitality Akherajji performed, and afterwards sent
the Maratha on board one of his own ships to Bombay.
He only ruled for eight years, however, and it was for
Wakhatsinhji to reap the benefit of his father's foresight
and to model his own policy on similar lines. With
Wakhatsinhji may be said to have begun those excellent
terms of cordiality and friendship which have always
subsisted between the British Government and the chiefs
of Kathiawad, and which have become too deep-rooted
to change.

Let us now follow the career of Amarji, Dewan of
Junagadh. As soon as he had performed the task which
first gained him a footing with the Nawab, he was sent off
to capture Verawal, which had been captured by Sheikh
Mian of Mangrol from Bibi Saheba Sultan, who had
possessed herself of the place on being driven out of Juna-
gadh some years before. Amarji at this time had been
appointed to superintend the military administration in
the State, the kind of work which he soon proved himself
perfectly capable of undertaking. The army marched to
Verawal and encamped at the village of Adri, some four
miles from the town. Here the Nawab remained with a
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